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The Ulrich House is a one and one-half story brick structure with L-shaped plan
that faces east on North Eighth Street in Manhattan. The moderately steep wood shingled

roof has jerkin-head side gables and is punctuated at irregular intervals by gabled wall
dormers.

Decorative detailing is confined to two wood porches on the east and south, two
wood bay windows on the north and south, and drip mouldings over the arched dovmer
windows. Otherwise the building is plain, with painted brick walls, stone basement
and water table, and rectangular windows and doors with plain stone lintels and sills.

With its decorated one story porch extending the length of the facade and two
gabled wall dormers with arched windows and drip mouidings above, the east elevation
is the most elaborate and, along with the north gable end, one of the least altered
portions of the structure.

Overall, the Ulrich House has been altered very little since 1869. What altera-
tions have occurred, moreover, have failed to seriously interfere with the structure's
original architectural character. Through comparison of the present appearance of the
house with its appearance in an old photograph (reportedly of early 1870's vintage)
it is evident that the south porch has been enlarged southward and enclosed with
screening and that the Tights of the south bay window have been changed. These changes
probably were made in the early 1940's by Frank Lemon, who also performed extensive
interjor remodelings. It is aiso evident from the old photograph that the exterior
painting of the brick was not an early treatment. Finally, a one story frame addition,
dating before 1930, was made to the south, probably to Tink a brick outbuilding to the
house, It appears that after 1930 two additions were made to the rear, though these
use the same materials and window treatments as those empioyed in the main sections
of the building and are thevrefore highly compatible with it.

Structurally the property is in good condition.

The siting of the Ulrich House is notable because it is still associated with
the three lots originally acquired for the residence by Robert Ulrich in the Tate
1860°'s. The lots are presently fenced in with a white painted board fence, and
along the east border it is associated with some masonry curbing and posts.
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The Ulrich House is significant to Manhattan both for its association with
Robert Ulrich, an early Manhattan resident whose successful brick manufacturing and
construction business in the later 1860's, the 1870's and 1880's satisfied the desires
of a prosperous Manhattan clientele for substantial and fine brick buildings, and for
its identity as a significant remnant of Manhattan's architectural past.

Chronoliogy:

Between mid-April and mid-November, 1868, Tots 209, 210 and 211 in Ward 4 of
Manhattan were acquired by Robert Ulrich, a new resident who had come to Manhattan
from West Virginia in 1867, By September 26, 1868, the Manhattan Standard couid
report that, "Mr. Ulrich is erecting a brick dwelling at the corner of Humboldt and
Sixth Streets." (3ixth Street is now Eighth Street). Ulrich died in 1887, but the
property remained in the family until it was sold to Frank Lemon on June 30, 1943.
The property was then sold to Russell Dary on July 30, 1945, and remained in the
Dary family until January 6, 1969, when it was sold to the Union National Bank of
Manhattan, the present owner. In the winter of 1978 a change in the zoning desigha-
tion of the area was proposed in order to allow a developer to demolish the Ulrich
House and construct a multi-unit housing complex. Citizens protested the zoning
change, and it was not approved. Future plans for the property are presently un-
certain,and the property continues to be operated as rental housing.

Historical evaluation:

Manhattan had been laid out in 18565, but it was nof until the late 1860's, with
the arrival of the Kansas Pacific Raiiroad, that the community began to grow and prosper.
Robert Ulrich settled in Manhattan in 1867, just as the town was entering this period
of growth. He ran a brick manufacturing and building business that successfully

gatiggg to various of Manhattan's building needs from the Tate 1860s until his death
In L]

Ulrich's business was highly respected by citizens of the community. An 1881
community promotion publication by the Manhattan Nationalist declared that, "The brick
manufactured by Mr. Ulrich are first class and have been pronounced by the best archi-
tects to be unequaled by any brick manufactured in Kansas except by one or two yards
in the eastern partof the State.... the bricks are hard and durable, burned to a rich
dark red color, and stand the weather perfectly...As a builder, Mr. Ulrich is second
to none. As a brick layer he has but few eguals, and he can point with pride to the
Targer share of the finest residences in Manhattan and say they are my work.," The
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publtication also claimed that Ulrich's building expertise was much in
demand among wealthy citizens of the town who desired "handsome" and
"stylish" residences such as those he built for E.B. Purcell and for
Ashford Stingley,

Rather than brick, however, it was limestone that achieved the
greatest prominence as a popular and distinctive building material in
Manhattan in the late 19th century, Ulrich's own sons, William and
Edward, began a stone quarrying business in 1877 which within a decade
was being credited by the Manhattan Repubiic with a large role in
developing the Timestone business as a substantial economic resource
for Manhattan. Still, brick buildings were considered valuable
contributions to the town's visual image, for, as one 1881 publication
on the community noted, the stone and brick houses gave Manhattan "an
unusually solid and thrifty appearance." Ulrich’s own house, built in
1868-1869 of brick that in all 1ikelihood was obtained from his own
brickyard, is one of the few brick residences from this period still
remaining in Manhattan. The Ulrich house was modest in comparison
with most of the fine residences Ulrich had a hand in constructing in
Manhattan. For example, while the Purcell House {now destroyed) was
an elaborate two and one~half story structure complete with impressive
tower, Ulrich's own house, which he was constructing at about the same
time, was a modest one and one-half story structure lacking pretentious
projections. Nevertheless, both residences drew upon the same system
of architectural design-~that associated with Victorian villa and
cottage architecture. The Ulrich house is a valuable illustration of
the application of this type of design to conditions in Manhattan.

The cottage/villa system of architecture had been most persuasively
discussed and promulgated in America by A. J. Downing, whose publica~
tions on villas and cottage design in the 1840's and early 1850's were
the first of a rash of similar publications by numerous like-minded
authors that would dominate the popular architectural press through the
1880's. These books provided a great variety of plans and elevations
of "approved" designs as well as model specifications. Through the
designs and accompanying discussions, these books, a ready source of
ideas for builders throughout the country, communicated the essence
of the architectural theory Downing formulated. The major thrust of
Downing's theory was that domestic architecture should reflect, in form,
structure, materials and siting, the owner's economic circumstances
as well as the application of rational and picturesque principles.

Thus, if the differences in scale and decoration between the Ulrich

and Purcell houses reflected the differences in owners® economic status,
both structures demonstrated a taste for the picturesque and rational-
Tooking effects of varied massing, contrasts in both 1ight and shade

and open and closed elements, as well as ornamentation confined to
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structural features. Both also utilized Anglo-Italian detailing, The
easily achieved gradations in scale and elaborateness and the numerous
designs available in the villa/cottage system recommended it to archi-
tects and builders throughout America during the secend half of the
19th century, including builders Tike Ulrich.

Also mportant to this system of design was the relationship of
building to site--the most expansive site possible was desirable in
order to reap the benefits of Nature's influence. The Ulrich House
still occupies its original generous three-lot site and thus is
fortunate in retaining the character of the original building site
refationship.

Note: the above statement reflects present understanding of the
nominated property. Should additional information become available
or should changes in the state of historical learning occur, this
statement may require re-evaluation and,possibly, modification.
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